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Fontainebleau. We cannot know for certain how much the morale
of the army in Metz was affected by its commander's pessimism
and possibly excessive sense of discipline. But the case against
Bazaine, that he underestimated the possibilities of improvised
resistance, that he was too preoccupied with law and order, is a
case that should have been discussed and, if it is possible, refuted
here. But Mr. Guedalla again dislikes the straightforward approach;
anything so bald as a political or military balance sheet is repugnant
to him, so we are left to speculate upon the implication of the com-
parative figures of the garrisons which surrendered at Metz and
Paris, the comparative wisdom of Gambetta and Thiers. Bazame at
Rezonville is not a mystery, Bazaine m Metz still remains to be
explained against the lurid landscape of the autumn of 1870. But as
an historical revision of a conviction too easily won, the life of
Bazaine is a brilliant success. At the least, Mr. Guedalla has
"broken" the verdict of the court-martial and ordered a new trial.
The section of Mr. Guedalla's book devoted to Petain is of much
less importance and interest. Out of three hundred and fifty pages
only a hundred are given to the second marshal, and he is a lay
figure, discussed along with the follies of MacMahon, the brief
glory of Boulanger, all the seno-comedy of the pre-1914 republic
in which the serious P6tain dutifully appears from time to time as a
figurant Only in his account of Petain's role in the last war does Mr.
Guedalla show the qualities of judgment and justice that mark his
account of Bazaine. Petain on the road to Vichy is a subject more
interesting, more difficult, than Bazaine on the road to Metz, but
we are too near the subject, too deeply involved to be good jury-
men, even if the prosecution had adequate materials for the case.
Mr. Guedalla shows his quality more by what he refuses to say
than by what he says. He is too acute to waste time building hypo-
thetical schemes of treason on glosses on the text of Anatole de
Monzie. Petain is dismissed with an apt quotation from the Duke
of Wellington, but Petainism remains for future explanation, fot
future defence, but hardly for future forgiveness. For even if we
and Europe forgive, France will not.